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The Unpilateral Jsrnell Planping Policies in Jerusalem
Absiract

Jerusalem is the heart of the Palestinian state and is the focal puint for the
three monotheistic religions. Since 57 years Jerusalem has been suffering
front the Israeli occupation which aimed at Istachizing the city, erasing ity
Arabic culture and hisfory and evacuating the city from its Arab inhabitants.
The information contained in this article is based upon the years of
experience and knowledge gathered by reviewing the related literuture. The
purpose of this paper is to discuss in detail the five stages of calculated
Zignist planning and implementation of conquering and controfling both
East Jerusalem and what is today referred 1o as Greater Jerusalem. Ifone is
able to understand the goals of Zionism concerning Jerusalem, then sfhe can
also understand the overall aims of Zionism concerning all of Israel and the
1967 oceupied territories.

Key Words: Jerusalem, Planning, Settlements
Background

Since 38 vears, lsrael had not hesitated from implementing its colonization
project in the West Bank, especially in and around Jerusalem. Additionally
the Isracli government imposed restrictions oo the Palestinian development
in Jerusalem from afl aspects; the ecopomic development, the physical and
urban development the social development and the human development.
Following are the procedures the Istacli government pursued to reinforce the
impediments to the physical and urban development:
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+ Land confiscation

» Impose restrictions on land use

« Constructing Israeli settlements and bypass roads

« Segregate Jerusalem from the rest of the occupied Palestinian
lemtory

Land confiscation

More than 32% of the lands inside the munscipal boundary in east Jerusalem
were confiscated. Jewish settlements were constructed on these lands.

Restrictions on land use

The Isracli government has imposed planning and zoning restrictions in Easi
Jerusalem and enforced impediments on land use. Israel formulated policies
that restricted land development and construction. These policies had the
aim of imposing the Jewish supremacy in the city and undermining the
Palestinian presence in it. The processes of oblaining building permits
became long, tedious, expensive and disadvantages Palestinian residents of
Fast Jerusalem. Buildings comstructed withowt permits are wsually
demolished by Israeli authoritics.

Following are some of the policies that were adopted by the government in
East Jerusalern;

« Confiscating the Palestinian land; nearly one third of the lands
in east Jerusalem were confiscated to construct Jewish
settlernents.

» Detreasing the area zoned as residential in the Palestiian
neighborhoods in the city.
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» Imposing restrictions on the volume of construction and the
floor area ratios,

+ The Palestinian areas lacked a town planning scheme or zoning
plans, were only 38% of the remaining two thirds had an
approved zoning plan.

+ House demolition ander the pretext of having no building
permits or for security reasons. According to a study conducted
by ARLJ, a total of 629 Palestinian houses have been
demolished in Jerusalen during the last ten years.

» 13% of the arcas were zoned as green areas where construction
is prohubited. The green areas will be released to build Jewish
setilements as was the case with Reches Shu'fat and Abu
Ghuneim ( Har Homa) settiements.

= Services and infrastructure facked in the Palestinian
neighborhoods resulting in under serviced and unhealthy living
environment, the pressure on Jerusalem's land and natural
resources has been devastating as well,

In the year 1945 the biggest five villages in the Jerusalem governorate were
within the municipal boundary, while in the year 1995 the biggest villages
were outside the municipal boundary; that is, the Isracli policies in
Jerusalem have managed to reduce the urban growth within the city and
forced it to the city's fringes. An example would be Al-Ram village that lies
just on the outskirts of the municipal boundary whose population increased
by 84 times during the fifty years.

Constructing Isracli settlements and bypass roads
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Settiement expansions

Between August 2602 and August 2004, Tsrael construcied around 32,632
new housing uails i 58 setflements in the West Bank The bulk of this
Isracli comstruction occurred - seftiemetds in the East Jerusalem and
Bethlehem regions in the region known as the ‘Greater Jerusalem,’ which
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The segregation wall around Jerusalera map (2) is planned to extend for 190
km, extending from the settlement of Har Adar, encompassing the Giva'at
Ze'ey setilement block, slicing between Palestinian commanities, exiending
castwards and encompassing the Ma'ele Adumim settlement block, and
stretching toward the south and encompassing the Gosh Etzion setfiement
block. 40 kilometers of the Segregation Wall were completed by mid 2005,
40 kn are ynder construction while 110 km are planned sections, of which
40 km are for the Mu'sle Adumim settiement block envelope, The
seyregation wall will isolate 230km (4% of the total ares of the west bank).
The isolated area includes 30 km2 of Palestinian built-up area, 50 km2 of
Israchi settlements buii-up area while 65% of the isolated area in Jerusalem
is an open area. The Jerusalem envelope will segregate 43% of the Jerusalem
Governorate area ad 13% of the Bethiehem Governorate area. There will be
around 230,000 Palestinians in Jerusalem that will be cut from the rest of the
West Bank and will be segregated by the Wall,

The wall aims in East Jerusalem, as in the rest of the West Bank, to
appropriate as much Pajestinian land as possible and sever the traditional
conection between Jensalem and the rest of the West Bank. The route of
the Wall reinforces the settlement blocks and appropriates additional lands
for the seltlement expansions and other development projects

The following are the main five tactical stages followed to implement the
Isragli unilateral planning policies.

Stage 1: Planning
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From the beginning, one of the most significant dilemmas facing Zionism
was how to contrp] the maximum amount of territory with a Jewish
population, which was by far the demographic minorily. Becanse Jerusalem
was and remains the most extreme point of friction between the Israelis and
Palestimans, it was first necessary for the [saclis to develop an extensive
and complicaled plan to be exccuted slowly through various stoges so that
the end result was complete Jowish control of all of Jerusalem and the
Cireater Jerusalem aea (which today includes approximately 40% of the
West Bank).

Shortly after the 1967 War, an inter-ministerial commitiee composed of the
Jetusalem Municipality, the Ministry of Housing, the Ministry of Inierior,
the Minisiry of Police and the Israch Army was created to fulfil} the Zionist
goal of controiling the Jand and clearing away the demographic presence of
Palestinians. This committee has fulfifled and maintained its aspiration of
*72-28." That is. their objective is to ensure that the Palestinian population
in Jerusalem never exceeds 28%. A secondary aim is to ensare that this
percentage declipes steadily.
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The mechanisms in place to realize this goal stem from the above mentioned
ministnes whose work includes respectively, ccsupying the land, controlling
the population, repressing any Palestinian pational presence, and isolating
the Pulestinian Jerusalem population from the rest of Palestinian society.

The goal of achicving a "United Jewish Jerusalem” includes the land of
West Jerusalem and the temitories of the West Bank annexed to [srael in
1967 Before the war, the total area of Jerusalem was 38 square kilometers.
After the Isracli anmexation, the area totaled 70 square kilometers. The
borders of the annexation are meither historical, nor are they borders of
Jordanian Jerusalem, They are instead the result of an order given by the
Isracli government of 1967 to a group of Isracti senior officers: "maximum

territory. minimum [ Palestinian) population.”

Afer officially and forcibly annexing the Jand, the next stage was directed at
declaring the function of the lands, 92% of the “unpopulated” lands of
Jerusalem were declared green areas. In lsreel preem areas, a mofe
sophisticated form of land confiscation, are both used to stop the natural
growth and expansion of Palestinian villages and neighborhoods and to
eventually use them for the building of new Jewish setilemnents. From this
moment on, Palestinians were forbidden to build in Jerusalem; all newly
built houses werefare considered illegal and demolished by the lsraeli
government. 1f a family wished to build a house, the Israelis happily and
swiftly encournged them to build just outside the city limits; thus, provoking
the first wave of Palestinian emigration.

The Isrzelis effectively completed this stage of Palestinian cthnic cleansing
without engaging in 100 much confrontation, for the Palestinians were

33



(a1 13063 b Drsns ¥ el Dol kel

unaware of the stages that would follow, Those Palestinians who left during
this stage did so with their Jerusalem J1) cards and the belief that their access
to Jerusalem was not threatened.

Stage 2: Residency Rights

After bringing a complete stop to the expansion of Palestinian
neighborhoods in Jerusalem, the next stage, implemented in 1995, aimed ot
controlling the demographic issue. A policy of Palestinian residency rights
was devcloped which aimed to deny access to all Palestinians who did nol
possess an Israeli-granted Jerusalem residency 1D card. Furthermore, of the
thousands of Palestinians, who originally left Jerusalem, due to the fact that
they were forbidden to build on their Jand, today amore than 85,000 are in
jeopardy of Tosing their Jerusalem ID cards.

Suddenly, Palestinians, who were not originally from Jerusalem, despite, for
exampie, the fact that their spouse was from the city, were denied to lawfully
reside (and eventually even enter) Jerusatem. That is, no Palestinian from
outside the Jernsalern municipa) boundaries has the legal right fo live with
family members who have Jerusalem residency rights; therefore, this policy
acts a5 the second stage of Palestinian ethnic cleansing in Jerusalem. Clearly,
most macried couples, for example, given no choice will consequently move
outside the municipal borders in order to simply live together. In doiug so,
the Jerusalem-Palestinian must relinquish hisher Jerusalem ID card and all
of his/er rights 1o ever live in Jerusalem.
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Residency rights also affect Palestinians from Jerusalem who wish io leave
the country for business or (o study abroad, After a certain period of fime,
which of course is dotoymined by the Israelis, Palestinians lose their

residency rights.

This stage of cleansing Jerusalem of Palestinians leaves them with two
options: leave Jerusalem and ever return, or stay in Jerysalem and pever
leave, even for a short-term period ~ and often under appalling conditions.

Stage 3: Jewish Settloment Building

Stage ane and two wers successfully excouted by Tsmef; however, it was not
enough to stop Palestinian growth geographically and demographically, The
third stage aimed at populating Enst Jerusalem mwa with Jews Dy
implementing Jsrael’s policy of massive Jewish settlement. In 1993, for the
first time ever, the Palestinians became the minority population (49%) inside
their own city. In other words, the Jewish-Jsrmeli presence in East Jerysalem
grew fom 0% to 51%, Siill, it was not good enough, but rather a mere start.

The settlements, so-called the "“innersing," of Gilo, Ramof, Pisgat Zeev,
Neeve Ya'akov, Atarot Industrial Zone, and soon to be completed Har
Homa, have precisely been built to sumound all of Jerusalem, ingluding the
somewhat large Palestinian neighborhioods and villages trapped in between.
The settlements gain their strength not by their demographic population but
ratfier by their mere stratcgic location and the series of sophisticated by-pass
roads which both connect them fo each other as well as lo Jerusalem. The
goal of settlernent building, which contines to expand foday, clearly fulfills
the aim of controlling the maximum amount of space or land, by an
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amazingly small number of Jewish settlers, with a minimum Palestinian
presence.,

Today there are 16 Israeli settlements inside the municipal boundary, these
are:

Settlement name Daie of Aren in 2005
establishment {in dunom)
Mamilla 1997 s
Yewish Quarter 1968 | 1357
Atarot 1970 1377.5
East Talpiyot 1973 18294
Gilo 1971 2749.8
 Givat Hamatos 1991 2877
Givat Shappira 1968 6816
Hebrew '
" University (Har
HaTzofim) 1968 951.5
Neve Yaacov 1972 12409
Pisgat Amir 1985 25159
Pisgat Zeev 1985 1545.6
* Ramat Eshkol ' 1968 11183
Ramaot 1973 3343.4
Rekhes Shuafat 1990 1624.9
Rasal Amud 1998 10.8
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Stage 4: Separation and Closure

Still, the Zionists, by their mere definition, were not nearly satisfied with
suceessfully accomplishing the above mentioned stages, Zionist tdeology
bas no limits, only the principle of more and more and more . . .

The fourth siage, implemented in March 1993, consisted of creating a series
of nine military checkpoints around Jerusalem as a way in which to close
Jerusalemn from the neighboring Palestinian cities and villages, The
checkpoints which have absoluely noibing to do with "security,” monitor
and prohibit Palestinian movement from the West Bank o Jerusalem and
were put in place (o delincate a border between the West Bank and "United
Jewish Jerusalem.” They furthermore serve the pampos¢ of completely
separstmg the West Bank from the remaining Palestinian residents of Fast
Jerusalem. This foreed disconnection of Palestinian resideuts living in the
West Bank to East Jernsalem consequently wids in the Istacli goa) of
stranpling East Jernsalem politically, economically, socially, and culturally.
In order to “deal” with the presence of Palestinians, the Israclis havs had to
invent sophisticated forms of dispossession and efhnic cleansing.

Jerusalem was ouce the center of cultural, administrative, and political life
for the Palestinians ~ not to mention the fact that it contains some of the
most boly sites for both Muslims and Christians, Today, for example,
Makased Hospitat operates at only 65% of ity capacity, for those in need of
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health services are denied access to Jerusalem by the soldiers at the
checkpoints. This reality raises a serious dilemma for Palestinians: on the
one hand, they are struggling to keep Palestiman Jerusalem alive, on the
other hand, their "clients" and thosc in need of services as important as
health, are denied access to the facilities in East Jerusalem. If the hospital,
for example, moves to Ramallah to meet the needs of the people, they will
be accused of helping the Israelis cleanse Jerusalem; if they stay they cannot
help those who need it most.

During stage two, Palestinians were denied the right to live in Jerusalem.
Stage four ensures that no Palestinian is e¢ven allowed to enter Jerusalem --
not even for a single how. The closure has culminated in the fourth stage of
ethnic cleansing, where Palestinian businessmen of all types are forced to
leave the city in order to survive economically. Furthermore, East Jerusalem
is dying culturally: why boal a Palestinian film festival or music concert if
no Palestinians can attend? The culture itself is also being forcibly shifted to
the West Bank, particularly Ramallah.

The closure also accomplishes another important Zionist goal: the complete
separation of the northern West Bank from the southern West Bank.
Ramallab, in the noteh, and Bethlehem in the south, are completely separated
from each other as a direct result of the elosure of Jerusalem to Palestinians.
The only way in which over 1.5 million Palestinians can travel from the
notth to the south is through the dangerous and often deadly road, Wadi Nar,
which means the Valley of Fire or the Valley of Hell. This "trans-
Palcstinian” highway was [relbuilt after the closure and remains the only
route on which Palestinians can travel from porth to south. This road is
perhaps (he highlight of the Settiement Tour in that the participants feel the
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life of the Palestinians as they traverse through the valley and around the
steep and dangerous curves which does not and will not sustain the heavy
traffic. The closure has both successfully separated any continuity in the
West Bank as well as created a suicidal road on whuch the Palestinians must
travel, tripling the time it would normally take them to go from Bethlehem

to Ramatlah,
Stage S: Greater Jernsalem

The above four stages successfully Judaized East Jerusalem, The battle has
now shified to Greater Jerusalem map (3). This new concept of Greater or
Metropolitan Jerusalem erupted after Oslo when the Israeli governments no
longer proclaimed that Jerusalem will be forever Jewish but rather that
Cireater Jerusalen will be forever Jewish. This stage was implemented to
ensure that the land already confiscaied by Israelis as well as the “space”
would forever remain in the hands of Jews, Tt furthormore aimed to annex
approximately 40% more land from the West Baok. The implementation of
this final stage includes the building of a series of by-pass roads, which
connect the settlements to each other as well as the setters. Consequently,
the former discussion of withdrawal from the West Bank has shifted to a
discussion of what percentage of the West Bark can the Tsraelis afford to
give to the Palestinians.

Conquering Greater Jerusalem would not be possible in the abserice of by-
pass roads. The roads are essential in controlling the maximum amount of
space with the minimum amount of Jewish settlers. This stape is further
aimed at the idea of ensuring that the Palestinians (the demographic majority
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in Grealer Jerusaiem) are surrdunded by Jewish contmuity, which comes in

the form of these by-pass roads connecied to the various settlements,

The most important settlement blocks in the "exiemal ving" of Greater
Jerusafert are Givat Zeev, built on the Palestinian lands of ¢l-Jib and Biddo,
which includes Givon Hahadash, Mashane Guivon, and Givat Zeev, and
Maalai Adumim - the largest Tsraeli setilement outside Jerusalem, There is
huge population living in Maalai Adomint on an ared more than twice the
size of Tel Aviv. Some of the land formerly belonged to the Bedouin from
the Jahalin tribe who have now been evicted and transferred o the municipal
garbage dwmp and are even forced to live in garbage-like containers.

40



k1 165 (B TrsmngTlyas ) by rliimasglt ol

t ARk 3 ga ot Gragter Drded gl wer
B oRT by bwel A T Tany D
i Mrgebabant Lhay 3330
Aoy ¥ Pavkstinar Lens sho
oy teradd gy Contp Towd
gt 0om Lbuy T8

Polostrean EL2-UD X2y
Curtitd, PRYRCHES /I reeipaday .

o 3L CANR A A
Ay WHAT (WERRRSmo

% Puszs
R Twoni

Greafer

Map (F)PROJECTION OF YiZE I0RAGLS PRCPOSAL FOR JERUSALEWT FIAL STRTUD, CAMP
DAVID, SULY 2000
Soares Prlua G Roudwalo Souicly $or tha Budy of inloseen] Mlire (PASSIN}

41



e, N U943 (A D] S vhadalts Cuoslsimsgll Oladull

Maalai Adumim is an excellent example of what Yiizhak Rabin really meant
when he made a verbal agreement 10 the United States admmistration
guaranteging that "settlemenis would not be expanded substantially.” The
formal "municipal territory™ of Maalai Adumim as decided by fhe Isracli
Civil Administration, includes all of the land between East Jerusalem and
Azaryeh Abu Dis and the settlement of Vered Jericho (located at the border
of Jericho). Every new settlement built in this area is considered to be
“enlarging, not substantially,” the existing settlement of Manlai Adumim,

The other important settlements in the Greater Jerusalem area include the
Gush Etsion Block, which is connected to Jerusalem by a by-pass road
beginning in Gilo, (by-passing Bethlehem and its surrounding villages), This
same road leads to Efrat, a settlement which is steadily creeping along from
south to north in order to connect the Estonia Block to Jerusalem as well ag
to surround Bethlehem,

Conclosion

Measures leading to major demograghic shifts have been staged by Israel in
order fo creale an exclusive Jewish population in Fast Jerusalem. Strategies
have been adopted to restriet the natural expunsion of the city's Palestinian
commubnities. The fsraeli government has not stopped its unilateral practices
i Jerusale by which it creates de facto renlities on the ground. These de
facto realifies are clearly affecting the outcome of the negotiations on the
final status of Jerusalem, in Isxael's favor, an action that is in tofal violation
to United Nations' resolutions, particularly 298, 465 and 242, ps well a3
standing Palestinian-lsrachi Oslo Agreements,
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An examination of the current Israeli activities in and around East Jerusalem
reveals 8 systematic plan which aims at lsraclizing and strangulating the
Palestinian city and separating it from the West Bank. The intensity and
multi-location of these activitics shows the Istacli persistence to change the
physical and demographic structure of Jerusalem before proceeding with the
stalled negatiations on Jerusalem,

Isract has purposely never declared its borders, for the Zionist idcology
governing policy-makers mandates only the taking of more and more land.
Ziomists are like alcoholics, once you start drinking, in the case of alcoholics,
or stealing land, in the c4se of Zionists, it becomes difficult if not impossible
to stop. [ndeed, if 15 a discase - m both cases. In short, Zionism is an
ideology, absorbed by the majority of Jewish-Israels, which simply bas no
limits. There was never an agreement inder Oslo to stop land confiscation;
thercfore, with ease the Zionists confiscated all of the land berween the
various settlements and announced that any settlement building on these
lands was simply a continuation, mecting the natural growth needs, of the
existing seitlements,

Massive deporiation or genocide of the Palestinians has simply not been an
option for the Israelis; therefore, in order to “deal” with fhe presence of
Palestinians, the I[sraelis have had to invent sophisticated forms of
dispossession and ethnic cleansing, One such method, implemented through
five calculated and planned stapes, is explained above. Cleansing the
Palestinians in Jerusalem has a direct correlation to each aud every one of
the various stages of Zionist policy. No one stage would be effective without
the others that preceded or followed.
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An aleoholic who 15 forbidden to drink by friends and family must invent
sophisticafed ways in which to hide and consume his main desire. Likewise,
Ismel is also forced 1o find sophisticated measures by which to continue its
main desire of stealing land. Both the dlcobolic and the Zionist Isracli
policy-maker are usunlly quite successfid at first, Their verbal deception and
hidden acts can easily continue for some time; however, in the end - in the
long-long rom — the truth of the effects of the "disease” cannot help but
triumph, And 2 foreign concept, to both the aleoholic and the Zionist,
bevomes a living realily; enough is cnough!!!
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